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PDFs are one of the most widely used formats for any type of document. But when you try to embed a PDF into an email and send it to your clients or colleagues, it’s not as easy as you might hope. 

That’s because, technically speaking, you can't embed a PDF into an email—you can’t make the file accessible through the email app as if you were reading it with Adobe Acrobat. You can send a PDF as an attachment but if your PDFs are usually large, you won’t be able to attach them. Fortunately, there are several convenient ways to add a PDF to your email that might suit your needs even better than simple attachments. So let’s look at the best alternative ways to embed PDFs into an email.

 

#1 Embed as a Link

You can upload your PDF to a cloud, like Google Drive, Dropbox, or OneDrive. This way, you only need to send a link to your PDF instead of a heavy attachment. And if you want to enhance your PDF, you can convert it into a flipbook—an interactive digital document. 

Compared to a PDF, a flipbook has many perks: you can customize and brand it; enhance it with videos, GIFs, and links; and track how people interact with it.

The best part about flipbooks is that they are hosted in the cloud. So, instead of attaching a huge PDF file, you can embed a flipbook into an email—simply paste your flipbook link into your email and you’re all set.

Berkshire Real Estate Market Report


Try for free

 



Embedding your flipbook as a link works best for plain 1-to-1 emails as it doesn’t disrupt their flow. The link will stand out as it is, and the recipient will easily find it and open the document.

 

#2 Embed as an Image

Now that you’ve created a flipbook, you can make your email marketing campaign even more successful. A plain PDF can seem a bit disappointing after an engaging preview your readers see in an email. A flipbook, on the contrary, will exceed expectations and drive your clients’ attention with its fresh look and excellent reading experience. 

The best way to embed your flipbook as an image is to create a beautiful preview—all you need to do is insert an image and the link to the flipbook into your email. You can take a screenshot of the first page of your flipbook—this can be just enough. And if you have the opportunity, ask your design team to help enhance your screenshot or create a unique preview. Here’s how we use an image with a link to a flipbook in our email campaigns.


*|MC_PREVIEW_TEXT|*



	
	
	
	
	  









	
	
	 
	 


 


	 
	
In 2021, we wish you kindness




 


	 
	
 

2020 has been tough and rather unkind to all of us as humans. So let 2021 be a year of healing, a year of fellowship, and kindness, and love. We at FlippingBook turn the page with hope and send the best of wishes your way 




 


	
	  





	 
	 


 


	
	Look inside





	 
	
We're also already preparing a lot of cool stuff that we can't wait to show you next year. Keep a lookout for the news and—happy holidays!




 


	 
	 


 


	 
	 


 


	 
	

All the best,



FlippingBook team




 


	
	 









	
	
	 
	This email was sent to you by FlippingBook.
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
 


 













 

#3 Embed as a GIF

What’s more, you can go further and use a GIF preview with the link to your flipbook instead of a static image. Even a simple animation will work wonders in capturing your audience’s attention. For instance, if you create a GIF showing the smooth page flip effect of a flipbook, it will have a very fresh and unique effect, thus encouraging your readers to open and read your flipbook. Like in this email:  *|MC_PREVIEW_TEXT|* 


	
	
	
	
	  









	
	
	 
	 


 


	 
	
Wait. Is it really just one flippin' page?!




 


	 
	
Hang on to your seats! We're in for a wild flippin' ride with our latest feature, single page flip layout.




 


	
	  
	
See example







	 
	
Now, if you convert a PDF with wide pages, your audience can flip through it comfortably, one page at a time. No more double spreads, overloaded with info. Let people see each page in detail!

Present better. Forget about static slides—bring interactivity into your presentations with our page flip effect and a thick lifelike fore edge.

Impress faster. It's just not what your audience expects: a set of wide pages that turn, bend, and rustle as if in a realistic album! 

Fit easier. Wide pages look better on any screen with our one-page layout. Your clients get a nice reading experience with no need to zoom.




 


	
	 





	 
	
The brand new one-page layout is available to you in Customize > Settings. See how it looks on your existing flipbooks or upload a new PDF with wide pages!




 


	
	Let's do this!





	






	
	
	  













 

Read how to prepare a screenshot and GIF of great quality in our Help Center article. 

And now, let’s see how to embed your PDF flipbook into an email as an image or a GIF. We use Gmail as an example, but the process is very much the same in all email clients, such as Outlook or Apple Mail. MailerLite, Sendinblue, and others. And it’s even more convenient in Mailchimp, MailerLite, Sendinblue or other similar tools as there are special blocks for adding images that help create the best email layout.

 

How to Embed a PDF Flipbook as an Image/GIF into Gmail

1. Open your Gmail account and click on Compose on the left-hand side of the page.

2. Once your Gmail message window is opened, click on the Insert photo button.



3. Drag and drop or choose an image/GIF you want to use as your flipbook preview and it will be pasted right into the body of your email.





4. Then select the image/GIF by clicking on it and dragging the cursor left until the image/GIF turns blue.

5. Once the image/GIF is selected, click on the Insert link button at the bottom. A small window will appear under the image/GIF showing you the options to change or remove the link. Choose the Change option.



6. Enter the web address of your flipbook and click OK.



7. You’re all set with an embedded PDF flipbook. Now simply compose the text of your email and click send.

 

That’s it! We hope that our article will help you choose the best way to embed a PDF into an email, and you’ll make your email marketing campaigns even more engaging. 

 


Want to see FlippingBook in action?

Book a live demo
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     14 Christmas Newsletter Ideas & Examples for High Conversion

    Want to create Christmas newsletters that are engaging, fun, and drive sales? We’ve collected the best ideas, examples, and tips to help you get started.



                
	
                    


        
    How to Create Merry and Bright Holiday Newsletters to Inspire Your Audience and Boost Sales  

    Let’s talk about the creative holiday newsletter ideas, tips, and tricks to get in the joyful spirit, connect with your audience, and boost sales.



                
	
                    


        
    How to Create Your First Flipbook

    Learn how to make your first digital document with FlippingBook Online in just a few easy steps.



                
	
                    


        
    4 Easy Ways to Make a PDF Smaller

    Is your PDF too large to send over email? Read on to learn how you can reduce the size of your PDF file. We’ve compiled the most effective ways to compress it without losing quality.



                
	
                    


        
    How to Optimize PDFs for SEO

    Learn about the tried-and-true ways to optimize PDFs for SEO and how to create PDF flipbooks that are even more SEO-friendly.
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